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The Carl E. and Amelia Morgan Dorr Collection
of Presidential Campaign Memorabilia
W HAT

IS PERHAPS the most interesting, and equally informative and
enlightening collection of historical material of its kind in the United
States was presented to Syracuse University Library not long ago, and
is now on permanent exhibition in specially constructed cases in the
Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room.
The donors of this remarkable gift of Americana are Mr. and Mrs.
Carl E. Dorr, Fayetteville, New York, both of whom were members of
the Class of 1900. Mr. Dorr was Captain of the Syracuse University
football team of 1899, and also graduated from the Law College in
1902. He became a prominent attorney and civic leader of Syracuse,
and for a number of years served as a member of the Syracuse Grade
Crossing Commission.
Known as the Carl E. and Amelia Morgan Dorr Collection of
Presidential Campaign Memorabilia, the exhibition contains more
than 3,000 political items, collected by them over a period of more
than fifty years, and consists of campaign paraphernalia comprising:
badges, ballots, bandannas, banners, books, buttons, china plates and
pitchers, cigarette packs, flags, hats and helmets, lanterns, match boxes
and covers, medals, wooden muskets, pamphlets, parasols, pennants,
photographs, pictures, pins, placards, ribbons, sheet music and song
books, tokens, torches, and umbrellas, and an unassorted number of
other miscellaneous material associated with Presidential election
campaigns from the time of George Washington on down to the present. The first President had no announced opponent, but present are
buttons and pins distributed and worn in his advocacy; and the numerous items pertaining to each Presidential campaign since the beginning
of the federal government constitute an illustrated index of the foremost issues and problems presented to the American electorate during
all those exciting days and times.
As a young member of the New York bar, Mr. Dorr was naturally
drawn into political circles and campaigns, first in his immediate community, then in his district, and as he became more experienced and
his qualifications as a leader more evident, he found himself organizing
and participating in political activities on a statewide scale and later

on the national scene. Throughout all these events, Mr. Dorr's private
attention was attracted to the various types of material used for the
dissemination of political information, and almost before he realized
it, he had accumulated a small but interesting collection of buttons,
banners, and badges. Very soon he recognized the historical significance
of this material, and gradually he organized his collecting activities
along a planned pattern with a definite system in mind.
Mrs. Dorr's counsel and advice plus the pooling of their instinctive
propensities for collecting soon enabled the two to pursue the enlargement of the collection until, like Topsy, it just "growed" and took on
the form of a serious, worthwhile enterprise. Mr. and Mrs. Dorr's expert knowledge of American political history made it possible for them
to seek out and to recognize at sight the more desirable items required
for the collection, and their study of the information presented by the
numerous pieces of campaignana has made it possible for them better
to understand the multitudinous variations in the national political
arenas and to make their expert knowledge more expert and keener in
detail.
On one occasion two summers ago, according to Mr. Dorr, he and
Mrs. Dorr were driving through Massachusetts on their way home from
a short vacation when they stopped at a small and attractive wayside
inn to have lunch and to get the car serviced at the same time. "As is so
often the case," Mr. Dorr later related, "the dining room of the old
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establishment was decorated with antiques and oddities of various vintages offered for sale, but a casual survey assured us there was nothing
which required purchasing. We had a delightful and leisurely New
England lunch, and as I stepped up to the cashier to pay the bill, I
glanced over her shoulder and espied something hanging on the wall
behind her which froze me in my tracks. She must have thought I was
unusually peculiar or particularly impertinent for there I stood, apparently staring right into her face without making a move or saying a
word. When I had recovered my composure, I asked her if the little
thing there on the wall was for sale, and I had to hold my breath when
she replied that she did not know, she guessed it was, but she'd go ask
her mother. From the pantry the mother emerged, took the little picture from the wall, wiped it off with her cloth, and handed it to me,
saying she did not know exactly what it was, that it had come down in
her family for several generations, and that I could certainly purchase
it if I wanted it. When I had feverishly paid over her modest price, I
became the owner of a pewter rimmed campaign insignia of 1796 containing the likeness of John Adams, first Vice-President of the United
States, second President, and the first Chief Executive to live in the
White House. I had never seen one before, and I have never seen another since. It is indeed a rara avis."
Every Presidential election is represented in this collection by
numerous items, some of them simple, uncomplicated, run-of-the-mill
materials, while others are evidence of the ingenuity of campaign
managers or the inventiveness of insignia manufacturers interested in
selling a bill of goods. For instance, in the 1896 McKinley-Bryan contest, when the issues were a protective tariff and sound money based on
a gold standard, one of the gadgets was a little metal yellow-colored
bee, sometimes referred to as the "Gold Bug," made to be worn on the
lapel; when its protruding tail was pressed or flicked, a spring was released, and the wings sprang out, revealing on each top surface small
but brilliant photographs of the confident candidates, McKinley and
his running mate, Garrett A. Hobart. The Democrats, supporting free
silver, had the "Silver Bug," the same sort of contraption except it was
of a different color, in line with that party's stand on the money question, and with pictures of its nominees on the wings: Bryan and Sewell.
For the same campaign, and evidently from the mind of the same
gadgeteer, was another pin emblem in the form of a small elephant;
when a catch was pressed, the blanket over his back flew up and disclosed likenesses of the Republican candidates: McKinley and Hobart.
Another unusual one, for the 1888 campaign, was a lapel pin in
the shape of a highback chair, labelled Presidential Chair, with the
question printed on the seat cover: Who shall occupy it? When this was
flipped up on its hinge, there beneath in large letters appeared the
name: Benjamin Harrison) who actually polled 100,000 votes less than
his opponent, Grover Cleveland, but defeated the President by sixtyfive votes in the then, and still, archaic and undemocratic Electoral
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College. (Incidentally, this particularly dirty and muddy campaign
was characterized by the use of the roar-back, a false and damaging
report circulated for political effect near or at the end of a campaign,
which derived its name from an instance of the kind in 1844, when an
alleged extract from an account of travel by Baron Roorback was published as an attack upon James K. Polk, then a candidate for the Presidency.) The Presidential Chair device was used again later, in the campaign of 1896, but this time the answer to the question was: William
McKinley.
In the Dorr collection are rare specimens of several of the macabre
and funereal types of political novelties. In the 1896 campaign one pin
was designed as a coffin, which when the lid was opened showed McKinley inside, and printed on the coffin itself were the date of the
election and the words: "The tool of Trusts and British Gold." This
sort of low campaign propaganda, it has been said, undoubtedly was at
least an indirect cause of the assassination of the President in September 1901. Another device, circulated by the Republicans during the
same campaign, and quite likely produced by the same manufacturer
who was playing both sides, was a brass lapel button also in the shape
of a coffin; on the lower lid was "Billy Bryan, Nov. 3, 1896," and when
the cover hinged open, there inside was a picture of the Democratic
nominee, looking down on the legend: "Free Silver Knocked Him
Out." Gruesome also was a little gilded metal skeleton with a pin attached at the back of the skull; on the front was a panel with a hinge
and clasp, and on it appeared in gold lettering the words: "Death to
Trusts"; when this opened there was revealed inside a photograph of
the handsome William Jennings Bryan, who was to live on to become
a three-time loser.
The variety of materials which ingenious people have used for
campaign devices in this country is amazing and astounding; and it
may be noted that since about the turn of this century, the pins and
buttons made of celluloid far outnumber any other kind, perhaps because of the low cost for high quantity. A few celluloid items appeared
for the first time in the 1892 campaign, for the manufacturers were just
then becoming acquainted with the substance and learning they could
produce things other than men's collars out of it. Celluloid took a big
jump in the 1896 campaign, and continued to be used more and more
'extensively in all the campaigns up until 1944, when for obvious
reasons, it could not be employed, and the buttons and pins were made
of enameled metal, leather, paper, ribbon, and plastics.
Before the advent of celluloid, the principal materials for the
manufacture of campaign emblems were mostly brass, silver, white
metal, lead, wood, bone, rubber, and cloth, and in singular instances,
even gold was used. Cloth served for a large variety of things, and from
a study of the Dorr collection, one learns with interest that at a big
political meeting at Urbana, Illinois, on 15 September 1840, there was
suspended between two poles an immense cloth banner bearing the

4

crude inscription: "The People is OIl Korrect," and wonders whether
this is the origin of that American popular vulgarism known as "OK."
The grim and the gay, the pleasant and the unpleasant, the lovely
and the unusual, and the picturesque and the crude, these and the
plethora of other campaign insignia, nearly all of which are amusing
and enlightening souvenirs of lively Presidential contests, the like of
which have never been possible in any country except the United
States, remind one that the great and the near-great aspirants for the
highest office within the gift of the people have swept back and forth
across this nation emblazoned with banners and buttons, and trailed
by the slogans and songs of their supporters, all of which, when viewed
together in a collection such as this, provides a tangible link to the
political past, clarifies the colorful old campaigns, lights up many halfforgotten issues and candidates, and sweeps one into the great romance
of American history.
Following installation of the collection in the Syracuse University
Library, Mr. Dorr said to the Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books:
"Mrs. Dorr and I greatly enjoyed gathering together this collection of
campaign memorabilia over the past half a century. It has been an
immense joy to both of us, a wonderful experience, and we have acquired a great deal more knowledge about American history than we
should have had without a study of these unusual and elusive items
which are actually tangible symbols of the democratic principles of our
great government in action. Over the years we made a large number of
permanent friends among those people who came to see the hundreds
of items overflowing the space available at our home, and to study and
research for theses, dissertations, essays, and books. But all that
amounts to only half of our pleasure in forming this collection. We are
both ardent advocates of the subject of the need to intensify a more
widespread knowledge of American history, and we have the feeling
that this collection, now readily available at our Syracuse University,
will contribute much to the earning of that knowledge which is so vital
to good citizenship. In making this collection accessible to all who
come here to study in the great years ahead, we have acquired for ourselves the second half of the pleasure of collecting, and our measure of
happiness is now complete."
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Propeller
By PHILIP BOOTH

Caged lightly by two-by-fours, rigged flat
on a low-bed trailer, a bronze propeller
sits stranded off Route 1. It almost
fills both lanes: traffic stacks up
behind it; and each car, passing, reflects
its moment of the five blades' pure color.
Honking won't move such a roadblock.
Halfway, here, from its molten state,
far inland, it waits an ocean: still
to be keyed, then swung home, in a river dredged
with old histories of launching and salvage.
Incomplete though it is, and late,
it will get there, somehow. Even
as a huge tourist attraction, it cost
too much to leave as part of civilization's
roadside debris. It's curious, here,
wondering at the magnitude of such work,
to think how finally diminished
the size will seem, in place, and of how
submerged its ultimate function will be.
But even now, as if geared to a far interior
impulse, it churns the flat light: as far
from here its cast will turn against time,
and turn dark, and it will move the sea.
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(Editor's note: This poem originally appeared in "The Virginia Quarterly Review," and is included in Mr. Booth's second book The Islanders (The Viking Press,
New York) , a production certain to add greatly to his fine reputation as a lyric poet
of vigorous gifts and solid abilities. His first volume Letter from a Distant Land was
the 1956 Lamont Poetry Selection, awarded by the Academy of American Poets "for
the discovery and encouragement of new poetic genius." Mr. Booth, a native of New
Hampshire, graduated from Dartmouth and Columbia, has taught at Bowdoin,
Dartmouth, and Wellesley Colleges, and at the beginning of the present term became
an Associate Professor in English on the Faculty of Syracuse University. In granting
permission for the appearance of the above verses in this issue, Mr. Booth declared:
" 'Propeller' may seem like a strangely coastal poem to reprint in the Courier, but I
can only hope that it will make especial sense to those inland readers who are, as
Library Associates, concerned with preserving something other than 'civilization's
roadside debris.''')

End of Volume One
The current issue of the Courier is the twelfth published by the
Syracuse University Library Associates since its organization in 1953,
and marks the end of Vol. 1. The next issue of the Courier in 1962,
will be: Vol. II, No.1. This information is supplied so that members
may have their copies of the first twelve numbers bound and labelled
appropriately, that is, in nothing less than morocco-Levant, Turkey,
Persian, Niger, or Venetian-with gold tooling. Members who do not
have a complete file may apply to the Editor for the missing numbers.
A few remain and are available for the asking.
J

Gifts, Donations, Presentations, Acquisitions,
Ampersand
Ames W. Williams
Harold Frederic, journalist and novelist, was born at Utica, New
York, 19 August 1856, and in succession became office boy, reporter,
and editor on the staff of the Utica Observer and during 1882-4, he
was editor of the Albany Evening Journal. In 1884, Frederic went to
Europe as foreign correspondent for the New York Times earning a
notable reputation for his reporting, and in that capacity he remained
abroad for the rest of his life. His masterpiece and most popular novel
was The Damnation of Theron Ware published in 1896, an intensive
study of charactrer in moral decay and recovery, while his others were
primarily concerned with life in the Mohawk Valley.
Frederic and Stephen Crane (author of The Red Badge of Courage, etc., who attended Syracuse University where he attempted to
study literature, but found baseball more to his taste) were very close
friends in England where they lived near to one another; and each
wrote about the other. Frederic's piece concerning Crane was published in the New York Times 26 January 1896, and Crane's article
about his friend appeared in the Chap-Book 15 March 1898, a Chicago
J

J

J

J

J
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periodical founded and published by Herbert Stuart Stone and Ingalls
Kimball.
Mr. Ames W. Williams of Alexandria, Virginia, Washington, D.C.
attorney, bibliophile, bibliographer, authority in several fields of Americana, and a member of Library Associates, whose excellent library of
Stephen Crane first and rare editions, manuscripts, letters, and other
Craneana, is now in the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room, has presented to Syracuse University Library a number of volumes and letters by
Harold Frederic he collected within the recent few years. The books,
all in original bindings and fine, almost pristine, condition, include the
following:
Seth's Brother's Wife: A Study of Life in the Greater New York.
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1887. First edition, eight unnumbered pages of publisher's advertisements at the back, with bookplate
of Seymour J. and Edith 1. Frank inside front cover. Frederic's first
book, which pictures New York farm life, local politics, and the less
'
glamorous aspects of journalism.
The Lawton Girl. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1890. First
edition, eight numbered pages of publisher's advertisements at the
back, with the Frank bookplate on front free endpaper. This copy belonged at one time to H. H. Kimball whose signed note on the halftitle records his crossing the Atlantic with Frederic in June 1886 and
also, having dinner with him at the Savage Club, London, 26 April
1890; tipped in is an unpublished autograph letter signed by Frederic
to Kimball on Savage Club stationery, dated 29 April (n.y., 1890?),
two pages, relating, among other things, to his immediate departure
for Germany. On inside front cover is the signature of Annie W. Kimball. This novel tells the story of a girl and her attempts to overcome
an adverse reputation in her native New York town.
In the Valley. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1912. Not of the
first edition, published in 1890. In the list of Frederic's books appearing in this edition, In the Valley is described as illustrated by Howard
Pyle, but there are no illustrations by Howard Pyle or anyone else in
this 1912 issue. This historical novel, dealing with the French and Indian and American Revolutionary wars in the Mohawk Valley, was
dedicated to the memory of Horatio Seymour, mayor of Frederic's
hometown, Utica, two-time Governor of New York, and Democratic
candidate (defeated by Ulysses Simpson Grant of Point Pleasant,
Ohio) for the Presidency in 1868. Frederic's description of the battle
in Chapter 33, "The Fearsome Death-Struggle in the Forest" is as good
writing as found anywhere in Stephen Crane's combat scenes in The
Red Badge of Courage.
The Damnation of Theron Ware. Chicago: Stone & Kimball,
1896. First edition, a beautiful copy on laid paper with the watermark
of the publisher, t.e.g., others uncut. Other Ithan the signature of Emmet B. Ulman with the date 1896 on the free front endpaper, this copy
is as clean as it was on the day in March 1896 it was printed and bound
8

at the University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts. In this realistic
novel (issued in England under the title Illumination) Theron Ware,
simple, handsome, eloquent, Methodist preacher at Octavius, New
York, ignorant of his own limitations, plans to acquire wealth and
fame by writing an epoch-making book. His downfall occurs through
his enlarging enlightenment, the growing consciousness of his ignorance, the mystery of his religious emotionalism, and the realization of
his uneasiness to accept the more sensible attitudes of those people he
respects. His entanglements with the daughter of a wealthy Irish immigrant, her pastor, and an agnostic friend of hers, widen his realization
of the fullness of life he had not thought possible. The prevention of
Ware's utter ruin and the restoration of his faith by sympathetic understandings and ministrations tendered him by other people and friends
make this a novel of tangible stuff, brisk, interesting, and serious without being heavy, that stood out in clear relief 'against the other fiction
of the time.
M.arch Hares. New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1896. Uncut,
t.e.g., first edition of this romantic story based on Frederic's knowledge
of English life. The unusual typography of the title-page of March
Hares is the same as that used by the same publisher in the first edition
of Stephen Crane's The Little Regiment, 1896, and also in his first
published edition of Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, 1896.
Mrs. Albert Grundy, Observations in Philistia. London: John
Lane; New York: The Merriam Co., 1896, t.e.g., others uncut, a copy
each of the two formats which comprise the first American edition, no
priority established. (Editor's note to amateur book detectives and
neophyte bibliographers: Don't let the typographical error on page 141
-the inverted question mark-and the one on page 242 mislead you;
the question mark is upside down in both states of the first American
edition, and lookig is lookig.) This droll and revealing novel of English life was issued as No. 6 in the series entitled "The Mayfair Set."
The Young Emperor William II of Germany: A Study in Character Development on a Throne. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1891.
First edition of this sympathetic account of the Hohenzollern Kaiser
whose empire lasted until 1918, when revolution followed defeat in
World War I and forced him from the throne. That Frederic would
have done well to stick to his fiction and factual reporting is evidenced
by his observations that the man who was to become known as the
Butcher of Potsdam from whose hands dripped the blood of millions
of innocent victims was, in 1891, a man "of many strong and admirable
qualities," a "genuine personality," an individual "of imagination, of
great activity and executive ability, taking gravely serious views of his
duties and responsibilities, keenly anxious to do what he believes to be
right," and a lot of other Narrheit und Schweinwaschen.
The Deserter and Other Stories: A Book of Two Wars. Boston:
Lothrop Publishing Company, 1898, first edition, all edges trimmed,
with illustrations by F. T. Merrill, H. D. Sandham, Gilbert Gaul, and
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George Foster Barnes. The two wars were those between the United
and the Confederate States of America and of the Roses, the latter
fought during the second half of the fifteenth century in England. In
the present copy, the illustration with the caption: "Gimme that gun!"
is placed erroneously between pages 68 and 69, whereas it should appear between 60 and 63.
In addition to the letter to H. H. Kimball in the copy of The
Lawton Girl~ lVIr. Williams's gift includes the following original unpublished autograph materials by Harold Frederic: three letters dated
17 June 1893, 31 December 1897, and 15 July 1898, respectively, to
Charles Willoughby Dayton, Frederic's friend and legal representative
in New York City; a letter to Sylvester Baxter, Massachusetts author
and journalist, dated 26 March 1895; a letter to E. L. Gilliams, dated
19 March 1897, mentioning Talcott Williams, American editor, educator, and author, born in Turkey, first director of Columbia University School of Journalism; and an undated letter-"Tuesday evening"
-to Henry Buxton Forman, editor of the works of Keats and Shelley.
In the letter to Dayton, New Year's eve, 1897, Frederic wrote: "The
year closes without my having seen you, as I had hoped to do. I'm sitting up tonight with Stephen Crane and Robert Barr, and when we
drink in salutation to the New Year, your name shall not be forgotten,
dear old friend."
Mr. Williams has graciously included a batch of contemporary
newspaper clippings pertaining to Frederic's death, 19 October 1898,
and the unusual and peculiar circumstances, including ra verdict of
manslaughter against a couple of ladies, which followed immediately,
none of which will be found in any of the modern biographical
sketches of the author from Utica.
(Editor's note: In Whitman Bennett's volume A Practical Guide to American
Book Collecting, New York, 1941, the statement that Frederic was born in Syracuse
is wrong. It is requested that members of Library Associates and other friends of
Syracuse University Library who have copies of Harold Frederic's books they would
like to add to the collection in the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room, write either to
the editor of the Courier or to the Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books at the
Library. A careful evaluation of Frederic's literary worth is long overdue; and a
bark-peeling biography would be both very interesting and very revealing.)

Robert Meek Weston
Mr. Robert Meck Weston, Washington, D. C., attorney and federal
executive, and a scholar and collector of French literature of the
eighteenth century and of modern Irish authors (particularly
jjaomyecse) , has presented to Syroacuse University Library a set of unusually interesting 16mo volumes entitled: Le Fond du Sac~ ou Restant
des Babioles~ by that mysterious "M. X. * * *," a "Membre eveille de
l'Aca.demie des Dormans," published in Venice, 1780. The two volumes
are bound in full polished calf, with gilt calf doublures, and embellished by beautiful and delicately engraved frontispiece and vignettes.
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Records have been searched to the bottom of the barrel, and it has
been discovered that this is one of two known sets of this curious collection of prose and verse in the United States.
Mr. Weston is a new member of Library Associates.

Earle B. Mayfield
From a Texas member of Library Associates comes an interesting
little item about Texas, composed by another Texan. Hon. Earle B.
Mayfield of Tyler, Texas, has presented to Syracuse University Library
a copy of the now-scarce eight-page printing entitled: The Birth of the
Lone Star: History of the Texas Revolution} A Poem in Five Parts,
Written in the Simple Language of the Common People, by George W.
Winningham, "A Descendant of one of the Immortals Whose Blood
Made Crimson the Walls of the Alamo," a one-time member of the
State Legislature, and now a prominent resident of the City of Mexia,
Texas. This copy bears an autograph inscription signed by the author
when he gave it to Mr. Mayfield in 1932, shortly after it was privately
printed at the Press of Von Boeckmann-Jones, Austin, Texas. The
copy is further enhanced by an autograph note by Mr. Winningham
on the page on which is described the main charge at the Battle of San
Jacinto to the effect that the Texas fifers played "Come to the Bower,"
as 700 Texans destroyed the entire l\1exican army that historic day of
21 April 1836.

Charles Kohen
An unusual gift to Syracuse University Library from Mr. Charles
Kohen, 'a member of Library Associates from Washington, D. C., came
in the form of a collection of 104 original military manuscript documents signed by as many different officers of all ranks and authority in
the U. S. Army engaged in that conflict called by a variety of names
including the War Among the States, 1861-65.
Though dealing with unheroic but necessary aspects of the struggle (Requisitions for Forage, Invoices of Public Property, Lists of
Quartermaster Stores, Special Requisitions, and a multitude of miscellaneous material all coming from the papers of Capt. P. P. Pitkin, Assistant Quartermaster, U. S. Army) , these documents bear dates of all
the years of the war, and there are historical and memorable place
names such as Harpers Ferry, Warrenton Junction, Brandy Station,
Belle Plain, Alexandria, and Aquia Creek, Virginia, and Maryland
Heights, Berlin, and Frederick City, Maryland, and of course Washington, D. C. Units of the Army of the Potomac named in these papers
came from New Jersey, Massachusetts, Michigan, and Pennsylvania,
but most of them represented regiments and brigades from the Empire
State. of New York.
Outside the National Archives, it is doubtful whether such a
II

splendid collection of this kind, giving an insight into the operation
of an army quartermaster and all his paper work, exists elsewhere
either in a public or a private library or an insti,tution. Here one learns
that blankets were shipped in barrels, and nails in sacks, and one
wonders what became of all the once-fine cavalry horses which were
turned back as "Unserviceable," "unservicable," "Unserviceible," or
"Unserviciable." One fancies also what the story might have been behind ,the document which pertains to eighty tons of anthracite coal
found on board the schooners P. Beckman and Mary and Francis~ in
Aquia Creek, Virginia, on 18 May 1863.
On another document one notices a listing of such things as fortyeight bottles of black ink, thirty-seven ink stands, two bottles of mucilage, two pounds of sealing wax, and ,then the stark, grim, sad, and
tragic reminder in the next item: twelve coffins. One does not have to
fancy what the story was behind that requisition. Nor is one's imagination called into play when the Special Requisition of the 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, 7 April 1863, signed by Lieut. John M.
Chase, specifies the need of "one coffin" because of the "Death of a
Soldier of the Regiment" or when a document from N. B. Titus of the
22nd New Jersey Volunteers, 14 April 1863, calls for "one box" required "To send a dead soldier home."
Then, as now, and as shall forever be, such documents had to be
made in multiple copies, some duplicate, some triplicate, some quadruplicate; and one cannot help but notice the presence of the peculiar
Americanism "O.K." appearing even then ever so often above the signature of an officer too lazy to write the word "Approved."
Mr. Kohen, collector-connoisseur-dealer in curios, historical items
and documents, stamps, coins, and anything and everything people
collect, has been a collector himself since he was a youngster in his
native Philadelphia. "I collected everything," Mr. Kohen confesses,
"when I started out-even tintypes from cigarette packages with pictures of 'actresses and baseball players on them, and I had also a wonderful collection of political campaign buttons and souvenirs." The
latter gained his attention when at the age of ten years he got his first
political job: carrying a live crow in a cage at the end of a pole, during
a six-hour political parade, all for fifty cents, the bird having been
taught to holler the candidate's name: "Crowe, Crowe!"
In his business, Mr. Kohen has dealt with all the occupants of the
White House since President Woodrow Wilson, and according.to him,
every one of them collected either stamps or coins, and one even collected old tie stickpins. Mr. Kohen is presently engaged in the writing
of his recollections of the great and the near-great he has known
through his eventful life.
The collection of military papers presented by Mr. Kohen came
from a Washington estate he helped settle some time 'ago, and is intact
as he received it. The documents are now preserved in the Lena R.
Arents Rare Book Room where they are available for examination and
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study by scholars and researchers of original and unpublished material
concerning the bloody unpleasantness going on in this country a
hundred years ago.

Dr. Benjamin F. Levy
Dr. Benjamin F. Levy, prominent physician of Syracuse, is the
donor of a set of beautiful volumes to Syracuse University Library pertaining to the history of Egypt from the earliest times down to the
beginning of the twentieth century. The first nine volumes, entitled
History of Egypt J Chaldea J Syria J Babylonia J and Assyria J are by G.
Maspero, Honorable Doctor of Civil Laws, and Fellow of Queen's
College, Oxford, and Member of the Institute and Professor at the
College of France, edited by A. H. Sayee, Professor of Assyriology,
Oxford, translated by M. L. McClure, Member of the Committee of
the Egypt Exploration Fund, and were published by the Grolier Society, London, 1903. This is set No. 469 of the de luxe edition limited
to 1,000 copies, and is embellished by over 1,200 colored plates and
illustrntions.
Vols. X-XII, published in 1904, are entitled History of Egypt from
330 B.C. to the Present Time J 1904 J and are by S. Rappoport, Ph.D.,
Basel, and Member of the Ecole Langues Orientales, Paris. Dr. Rappoport was also known as a Russian, German, and French Orientalist
and Philologist.
The last volume in this group is entitled History of Egypt J Chaldea J Syria J Babylonia J and Assyria in the Light of Recent DiscoveryJ

and is the joint work of L. W. King and H. R. Hall of the Department
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities of the British Museum, and was
published in London, 1906.

Mr. and Mrs. Leon M. Betts
Formerly of Chicago and other points in the Mid-West, Mr. and
Mrs. Leon M. Betts, now residents of Bethesda, Maryland, and both
new members of Library Associates, have presented to Syracuse University Library a lot of five interesting books which have been handed
down in their family for quite a number of years. They may be described briefly as follows:
The Works of Robert Burns: with An Account of his Life J etc., by
James Currie, M.D. Philadelphia: J. Crissy, 1835, illustrated, 258pp.
plus a section of eighteen pages of Additional PoemsJ extracted from
the late edition of Burns's works, edited by Allan Cunningham. In the
prefatory remarks to the biographical sketch of the poet, Dr. Currie
declared: "Unfortunately the correctness of his taste did not always
correspond with the strength of his genius; and hence some of the
most exquisite of his comic productions are rendered unfit for the
light," and among the titles cited as being "unfit for the light" is
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"Holy Willie's Prayer." Crissy, the Philadelphia publisher, or whoever
it was who put this volume together, saw to it that the first extraction
in the supplement of Additional Poems was none other than "Holy
Willie's Prayer." This copy belonged originally to Mr. Betts's maternal
grandfather, Edwin A. Stillman (born in Middletown, Connecticut, 19
July 1843; died 16 June 1892) , who wrote his name in it several times.
Stillman was a surveyor-engineer on the Erie Canal construction
project (begun in 1817; completed in 1825), but quit when his exposures of graft and corruption went unheeded by public officials; he
went into the lumber business in the area between Lakes Honeoyo and
Canadice, south of Rochester, and being a :mbid abolitionist, operated
his home as a secret station on the underground railroad by which
slaves fleeing from Southern states were routed to freedom into
Canada.
Celebrated Speeches of Chatham~ Burke~ and Erskine~ etc., Selected by a Member of the Philadelphia Bar. Philadelphia: DeSilver,
Thomas, & Co., 1836, 540pp. Here, among others, are found the
speeches of Lord Chatham (William Pitt), 16 January 1766, on the
right to flax America, and on a motion for an Address to the King to
give immediate orders for removing his troops from Boston, 20 J anuary 1775; Edmund Burke's speech on American taxation, 19 April
1774, and his address on opening the impeachment of Warren Hastings, 15 and 16 February 1788; and Thomas Erskine's speech in defence
of the liberty of the press, delivered on the trial of Thomas Paine, and
his address on the prosecution of the publisher of Paine's crass antiChristian piece called The Age of Reason. These fine examples of
English eloquence were collected in this volume and published in
1836, according to the preface, to show the American reader the "skill
and effect his language has been wielded for the various purposes of
attack and defence, of argument and invective, of satire and eulogium,
and thereby to raise, refine, and purify the national taste." This copy
also belonged to Mr. Betts's conscientious grandfather, Edwin A. Stillman, whose dated signature appears on a fly-leaf.
A Practical System of Rhetoric, etc., by Samuel P. Newman. New
York: Mark H. Newman & Co., 1847, 311pp., thirtieth edition. Newman (1797-1842) gnaduated at Bowdoin College, 1816, was Professor of
Rhetoric there, 1824-39, Principal of the Massachusetts State Normal
School from 1839 until his death, and author of Elements of Political
Economy, parts one, two, and three of the Southern Eclectic Readers,
and the above-mentioned book on Rhetoric~ used widely in the United
States to the extent of sixty editions by 1870. During his term at Bowdoin, Newman had as a fellow member of the faculty, a professor of
modern languages and librarian, a young fellow named Longfellow,
Henry Wadsworth. This copy of Newman's Rhetoric was originally
owned by Mr. Betts's great uncle, John Betts, brother of his grandfather Charles. On the front free endpaper lappears John Betts's signature and address: Fawn River, Michigan, wi,th the note that he pur14

chased this copy in November 1847, at Detroit, then capital of the tenyear old state. John Betts died in August 1848 at the age of twenty-two.
English Grammar7 adapted to the Different Classes of Learners7
by Lindley Murray. New York: B. and J. Collins, 1816, 312pp. The
author of this book was born at Swatara, near Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
1745, educated at an academy of the Society of Friends in Philadelphia,
became a lawyer at twenty-one, married "an estimable female," abandoned the law for the counting-house, and retired in a few years with
a competence. For a while, Murray lived on the banks of the Hudson
about three miles above New York City, but in 1784, removed to Holdgate, near York, England, land resided there until his death in 1826.
Murray was a man of enlarged benevolence, practical sense, and welltempered zeal, and during his lifetime saw many editions of his sixteen
works published in England land the United States: grammars, spelling
books, compendia, and commentaries for young and adult. All were
graciously received by the reading public, but his Rhetoric kicked up
quite a controversy. Though it was "a popular book" (averaging
50,000 copies a year) , the g:mvest exceptions were taken to some of its
characteristics by philologers whose censure could not be safely despised. Against such opinions as "superior to any work of that nature
we have yet had," "the best grammar of Ithe English language extant,"
"well deserves the careful perusal of every student of our language"
and "a work of great correctness [sic] and perfection" were those of the
opposition: "unmerited popularity of the grammar of Lindley Murray," "This book, full of atrocious blunders, reigns despotically through
the young ladies' schools, from the Orkneys to the Cornish Scillys,"
"altogether deficient in the etymological part," and "the student can
derive from it no knowledge," and so forth and so on, far into the
night, when the presses were running off edition after edition, and
MurI1ay of Swatara and his "estimable" wife were competently reaping
in the profits. Reading the book today, one is not at all impressed by
the adverse criticisms; particularly commendable is the fifty-five page
section on PerspicuitY7 and Murray's "Address to Young Students"
which closes the volume is as applicable in 1961 as it was when it was
first published. The names of Samuel Huddle and Edmund Carryers
dated 1833 appearing in this copy are not those of any member of the
Betts family, and it is not now remembered how this copy came to be
in their library.
A French Grammar: or7 Plain Instructions for the Learning of
French. In a Series of Letters7 by William Cobbett. New York: John
Doyle; Providence, Rhode Island: Thomas Doyle, 1832, 368pp. The
letters are addressed to the author's son Richard, and if he mastered
this work from Il a dix paules blanches to the section on "Syntax of
Prepositions" he must have been almost as proficient as his father in
-the use of the Gallic tongue. The original owner of this copy was Jane
Craig Cochrane, a native of Ireland, whose fancy signature, written
when she was a fifteen-year-old student in New York City in 1832, ap-

15

pears on a fly-leaf, along with another dated 1841, a year before the
colleen became the bride of the aforementioned Edwin A. Stillman.
William Cobbett (1763-1835), English author of this French grammar, was a famous, and in some quarters by some people regarded as
an infamous, character. He was self-educated, and at twenty-one he
ran away from home and enlisted in the army, serving in Florida,
N ova Scotia, and New Brunswick, 1784-91. After he was discharged, he
brought accusations of fraud and peculation against his former officers,
and, to avoid prosecution, fled to France where he mastered the French
language.
In 1792 he came to Philadelphia where he opened a bookstore,
mixed in politics, published under the prickly pseudonym of Peter
Porcupine such satiric and vituperative pamphlets as A Bone to Gnaw
for the Democrats (1795), A Kick for a Bite (1795), The Scare-Crow
(1796) , a Life of Tom Paine (1796), and the Life and Adventures of
Peter Porcupine (1796), copies of the first printings of which are today
as scarce as hen's teeth, and founded and edited Porcupine's Gazette
and Daily Advertiser~ 1797-9, which he was forced to abandon when
Dr. Benjamin Rush won a $5,000 judgment for libel against him for
having stated that the physician killed George Washington. With delightful affrontery Cobbett jumped into one scrape after another until
things got too uncomfortable for him in America, and in 1800 he fled
to his native land where he issued a weekly Cobbett's Political Register~ which attained a very large circulation. In 1809, when he published a particularly vicious attack against the flogging of soldiers,
Cobbett was arrested, fined, and sentenced to prison for two years
where he was able to continue the publication of his paper from his
cell. He also published Parliamentary Debates (afterwards taken over
by Luke Hansard) and a series of legal records: State Trials~ and
wrote grammars, both English and French, and a number of books on
economics, politics, and other subjects.
In 1817 Cobbett was back in the United States, farming on Long
Island, writing, and getting into disputes with anyone who would
listen to him. Before his return to England in 1819, he went out to the
New Rochelle farm where Thomas Paine had died in poverty and was
buried in ostracism, dug up his bones, and took them with the intention of erecting a monument to the radical freethinker in England, but
somewhere along the line the bones were lost, and the memorial never
rnaterialized.
In 1832, Cobbett became a member of Parliament, and labored
valiantly for the laboring man and the factory worker. Financial worries and overwork wrought ill-health, and he died in 1835.
Cobbett wrote with exceptional vigor, and exhibited, on occasions,
good sense and sound observation, but his honesty and shrewdness
were marred by an arrogant, quarrelsome attitude and wrong-headed
prejudices. His work Rural Rides (1830), descriptive of various parts
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of England with agricultural and political comments, is today the
most interesting of his writings.
(Editor's note: Just as this issue of the Courier was going to press, the Curator
of Manuscripts and Rare Books received a copy of the latest catalogue (No. 132)
issued by Frank Hammond, Bookseller, 63 Birmingham Road, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire, England, and found listed there three interesting items by William Cobbett described as follows:
202. Advice to Young Men, and incidentally to Young Women . . . in a series of
letters, edited by Earl E. Fisk, limited edition of 1,000 copies on Van Gelder paper,
printed in Baskerville type at the Curwen Press, with hand-coloured collotype
facsimiles of engravings by Gillray, 4to, buckram, with morocco label, top edges gilt,
1930. $10.50. "Cobbett," said William Hazlitt, "is one of the best writers in the
English language. He speaks and thinks plain, broad,- downright English. He might
be said to have the clearness of Swift, the naturalism of Defoe, and the picturesque
satirical description of Mandeville." In this book, Cobbett plays the part of Boswell
to himself. It is his most revealing work, and in some respects the best thing he
wrote.
203. Life and Adventures of Peter Porcupine, with other records of his early career
in England and America, limited edition of 1,800 numbered copies, with a coloured
frontispiece after Gillray, 8vo, half buckram, Nonesuch Press, 1927, $6.30. This edition includes several items of great biographical importance: The ScarecrowTalleyrand: A Spy-Farewell to America-A Court-Martial-A Retrospect, etc.
204. Rural Rides in the Counties of Surrey, Kent, Sussex, Hampshire, Wiltshire,
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Somersetshire, Oxfordshire, Berkshire,
Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk and Hertfordshire: With Economical and Political Observations relative to matters applicable to, and illustrated by, the State of those Counties
respectively, first edition, 8vo, original boards, paper label, Published by William
Cobbett, 1830. $84.00. The scarce first edition of a book which contains some of the
best, most vivid and vigorous writing that has ever appeared in the English language. It is by virtue of his forthright, honest character that Cobbett holds the high
place he does in English working-class history and working-class affection. Rural
Rides is not only a delightful book but our best and most graphic picture of agricultural conditions in England a hundred years and more ago. Inserted in this copy
is an interesting 4-page autograph letter, signed, from Cobbett's daughter, Susan,
dated 1885, relating to Pitt Cobbett and his edition of the book.)

Finla G. Crawford
George Alfred Henty, far better known as just G. A. Henty (18321902) , English writer and adventurer, was perhaps the most successful
as well as the most prolific author of books for boys who ever lived.
He not only turned out book after book, sometimes three or four a
year, but also contributed to a score or more annuals and edited various volumes and weekly periodicals for his young admiring public all
over the world. The total would come somewhere close to 222 identifiable items.
The success Henty enjoyed, however, did not come until after he
was thirty-six and had had enough experiences in foreign lands as war
correspondent to serve as the backgrounds for his earliest juvenile productions. He started, when his children were growing up, by telling
them stories of the exciting events he had experienced. So interested
were they that he began to write each day a chapter of his adventures
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which he would read to them in the evening. From these emerged the
stories that made his a magic name among all reading boys and established him as the most popular writer in his field.
Historical stories, dash and daring, courage and conflict, duty and
deeds, peril and prowess, name and fame, treasures, man eaters, cavaliers, hazard and heroism, fortunes and misfortunes, cowboys and Indians, wars, famous battles, sieges, and revolutions in every corner of
the globe were some of the ingredients compounded and dished up by
Henty for those who eagerly looked forward to each succeeding production. Some men, who as boys devoured the books as they fell from
the printing presses, are today avid collectors of the first editions of his
volumes and other published materials.
The most nearly complete collection of Henty books in the world
today is that which belongs to Mr. Bernard J. Farmer of London, who,
with the late R. S. Kennedy of Canada (a friendly rival in the same
area of collecting, whose library, after his death in 1953, was acquired
by Mr. Farmer), prepared an authorita1tive Bibliography ot G. A.
Henty & Hentyana~ issued in England, 1956, ninety-two mimeographed
pages, paper-bound.
The most nearly complete collection of Henty books in the United
States today is that which belongs to Dr. Finla G. Crawford, Vice
Chancellor Emeritus of Syracuse University, who houses his collection
in his home at Andover, New York. Dr. Crawford, whose familiarity
with his field of collecting has made him an undisputed Henty authority, has the rarest of all the Henty volumes in his library, and is ever
on the lookout for items he needs to fill the few vacant spots remaining
among the less valuable but unusually difficult.. to-find publications.
From his collection, Dr. Crawford recently presented to Syracuse.
University Library one of his two copies of the Kennedy-Farmer bibliography, which in itself is fast becoming a scarce and much soughtafter Henty item. This copy bears not only the signature of Mr. Farmer, but also autograph corrections by him throughout the text and a
number of handwritten addenda at the back.
(Editor's note: If any member of Library Associates has a copy of Henty's twovolume tale of adventure The Curse of Carne's Hold (1889) or his three-volume
novel A Search for a Secret (1867), he can trade in either title for a life-time subscription to the Courier. For both he can get two life-time subscriptions.)

Cyril Clemens
Recently Mr. Cyril Clemens of Kirkwood, Missouri, editor of the
Mark Twain Journal and a member of Library Associates, presented
to Syracuse University Library copies of three scarce privately printed
booklets by him entitled: iVIark Twain and Franklin D. Roosevelt,
with a foreword by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 1949; Mark Twain and
Harry s. Truman~ with a foreword by Hon. Louis Johnson, 1950; and
M.ark Twain and Dwight D. Eisenhower~ with a foreword by Winston
Leonard Spencer Churchill (half-American who fought with the
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Spaniards against the United States in Cuba, 1895), 1953, each one
graciously inscribed by Mr. Clem,ens for the Lena R. Arents Rare Book
Room.
In the first gift mentioned above, it is interesting to find that the
President declared he had obtained the idea and the phrase "New
Deal" from Mark Twain's book A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur's Court. "You recall," he told Mr. Cyril Clemens in the conversation recorded here, "the Yankee's saying that he was in a country
where a right to say how the country should be governed was restricted
to six persons in each thousand of the population. He found himself,
so to speak, a stockholder in a corporation where nine hundred and
ninety-four of its members furnished all the money and did all the
work, and the other six elected themselves a permanent board of direction and took all the profits. And so he came to the logical and inescapable conclusion that what the nine hundred and ninety-four
dupes needed was a new deal. I felt the same way about conditions in
America as the Yankee did about those in ancient Britain."
Another valuable gift to Syracuse University Library by Mr.
Clemens is his copy of the first and only printing of two pieces by John
[Forsyte Saga] Galsworthy, (1867-1933), entitled A Mistaken Rhapsody
and America and Animals} issued privately by Mr. Earle J. Bernheimer, Kansas City, Missouri, in an edition limited to thirty numbered
copies. This is copy No. 14, and bears a presentation inscription to Mr.
Clemens signed by Mr. Bernheimer, noted bibliophile and manuscript
collector, now a resident of Beverly Hills, California. On the title-page
the date 1942 has been changed by Mr. Bernheimer to read: 1943. In
addition to the letterpress, there are facsimiles of all the pages of Galsworthy's original manuscripts of these two forceful and forthright
essays by the great English novelist and dramatist. The large thin book
is printed on deckle edge laid paper watermarked with the design of a
hand holding four arrows over the word: Worthy. Mr. Clemens's autograph inscription passes this unique and beautifully printed item on
to the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room.

Paul S. Clarkson
For a long time there were speculations as to what was the first bit
of published material by Samuel Langhorne Clemens, who came later
to be known the world over as Mark Twain. Bibliographers, book collectors, and librarians searched and conjectured until Franklin J.
Meine of Chicago discovered-and proved-that the piece to which this
honor should be accorded is the little yarn which appeared in the
Carpet-Bag of 1 May 1852, a humorous family weekly edited by Benjamin P. [Life and Sayings of Mrs. Partington] Shillaber and published in Boston, under the title: "The Dandy Frightening the Squatter." Much detective work went into this determination, the details of
which are recounted by Mr. Meine in the foreword contained in his
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brochure: Mark Twain's First Story~ which was designed, hand set in
Scotch Roman and Thorne Shaded types, and printed on Arak paper
by Carroll Colemen at The Prairie Press, Iowa City, Iowa, 1952.
"The Dandy," published when its author was not yet seventeen, is
reprinted in Mr. Meine's publication, and occupies a little more than
a couple of pages.
Mr. Paul S. Clarkson, attorney of Baltimore, Maryland, wellknown bibliophile, bibliographer, and biographer, found a copy of
Mark Twain's First Story when he was recently out at Hannibal, Missouri, Mark Twain's home town, and presented it to the Syracuse University Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books; if one would like to
read ,the first published piece by the great author of The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn~ and does not
have access to a copy of the Carpet-Bag of 1 May 1852, he may now
find Mr. Clarkson's gift in the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room.
(Editor's note: Since the last public acknowledgment of gifts and donations to
Syracuse University Library there have been 128 people who have contributed valuable volumes, unique manuscripts and unpublished letters of famous people, original
drawings and illustrations of noted artists and other memorabilia which have been
gratefully received into the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room. Notices and reports of
all of these generous gifts have been prepared for publication in the Courier but
space limitation prevents the inclusion of all of these acknowledgments in the same
issue. Each report was numbered and corresponding numbers were placed in a
Stetson from which several were drawn to determine the acknowledgments to be
included in this issue. The remaining numbers will be drawn at a later date to determine the notices to be published in forthcoming issues of the Courier.)

Memorials
Friends and families have established Memorial Funds for the
purchase of library books inscribed in honor of
Sawyer Falk

Adolph H. Knodel

Irene Cuykendall Garrett

Pearson N eaman

The Bruce V. Heimback Memorial has been created by his father,
Thomas P. Heimback, Tonawanda, New York, through the gift of his
son's personal collection of books.
Additional contributions have been made to the John W. Brooks
Library Memorial Fund.

In Memoriam
With deep regret the executive secretary records the loss from our
membership of Claude L. Kimmel, Allentown, Pennsylvania.
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AT THE VERY HEART of a great university's intellectual resources
stands its library. In this center of academic work the university fulfills
its purpose of conserving, transmitting and advancing knowledge.
Only a distinguished library can adequately support research and
attract scholars. Undergraduates deserve a distinguished library in
which to explore new frontiers of intellectual interest. Syracuse University promotes expansion of its library resources through the SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES, organized in 1953.
Alumni and friends of the University, faculty members, students
and collectors of books-together-are accomplishing as Library Associates what no one could do alone. They support in varied ways the
growth of collections and the improvement of physical facilities.
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES cordially invites you to
add your strength to its program by providing funds for the purchase
of books, journals and special collections, by donating books and private libraries, by creating new and contributing to existing Memorials,
and by providing endowment funds.
Members who are Alumni of Syracuse University may pay dues to
this organization as part of their annual giving program and these
gifts will be credited to the Alumni Fund. All contributions are tax
deductible under the Revenue Act. The minimum annual membership
is $10 and members voluntarily contribute annual dues in excess of
$10 as they can. The SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES welcomes inquiries concerning a method of giving private libraries while
retaining life possession.
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